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age reading becomes a mere amusement for tlie time, as the
memory then begins to flag." For two or three months I
did obey my father's injunctions, and read a good deal,
doubtless with considerable advantage to myself. Had I
through life continued the same course I should at this day
have been a very different sort of creature to what I am.

From the end of the year 1766, I was in a great measure
deprived of my respected monitor, my father being very
attle in London, and except when he was at my elbow,
urging me to what was correct, I thought of nothing but
dissipation and folly; my books were entirely neglected,
and I became idleness personified.

In February 1767, my father went to spend a month at
Bath. Previous to leaving town he recommended Mr,
Bayley to make me " the out of door clerk," that is, exe-
cuting all business at the different law offices, issuing writs,
and every other process in the progress of a Cause, delivering
Briefs, and all other documents to Counsel, and paying the
fees, and this he advised as the most effectual mode of
making me master of the practical part of the profession,
My brother, who acted as cashier, was directed to furnish
me with money for those purposes, and kept a book in
which I was ordered to enter all receipts and disbursements.
My father likewise made it his particular request that
either Mr. Bayley or my brother would every Saturday
night examine and check my account, receiving back all
my vouchers. Had they done as desired by my father,
probably much of the subsequent evil that accrued to me
and themselves would have been avoided, but unfortunately
they wholly neglected the use of such precaution, Mr.
Bayley being satisfied by once in three or four months
looking at the totals and finding the Debtor and Creditor
sides corresponded, made no further scrutiny or examina-
tion of the items. My error commenced in not keeping my
pocket money distinct and separate from that belonging
to the office. The consequence of not doing so was that I
had unconsciously trespassed upon the latter before I was
aware, and at the first discovery thereof was greatly alarmed.